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Everything You Should be
Reading This Summer!
by Alyssia Ouhocine

movie theatre, a perfect best friend, and a
budding relationship with her cute
coworker. But when she arrives in Paris,
she is soon swept up by the culture,
people, and the handsome Étienne St.
Clair. This slow-burn romance will have
you swooning for the sites and people of
Paris as Anna navigates life away from
home. The sweet story, simple plot, and
cool characters present the perfect story
to keep you dreaming this summer!

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart
Reading Level: Medium
     We Were Liars is a suspenseful novel
that examines the dangers of exorbitant
wealth. Four old-money teens find
themselves on Beechwood Island every
summer, and have been inseparable since
they were children. That is until Cadence
Sinclair can’t remember what happened
last summer and the rest of her family
begins acting strange. This novel will
have you on the edge of your seat the
entire time. A quick and fast-paced read,
the beautiful prose and darker imagery
creates a dangerous buildup to a plot-
twist you won’t see coming. Trigger
warnings for this novel include: self-
harm, depression, death, abuse (animal
and human), and racism.

Normal People by Sally Rooney
Reading Level: Difficult
     This novel follows Connell Waldron
and Marianne Williamson as they
navigate life as young adults. Connell is
popular but poor, and his mother works
as a cleaner for Marianne’s mother. 

Marianne is a social pariah, known for
being cold and aloof. The two begin a
secret relationship in high school, which
breaks and evolves as they travel through
life and enter Trinity College. Rooney’s
perceptive novel could be mistaken for a
romance, Normal People explores mental
health, class, and an abundance of other
issues that remain relevant to all young
people. Trigger warnings for this novel
include: physical and emotional abuse
(both familial and romantic relationships),
suicide, bullying, depression, sexual
assault, and drug/alcohol use.

FANTASY READS 

To Kill a Kingdom by Alexandra Christo
Reading Level: Easy
     Don’t be fooled; this young-adult
retelling of The Little Mermaid is much
darker than its Disney counterpart. Set
upon the high seas, Prince Elian should be
training to be king—not hunting the evil
sirens that terrorize sailors. Princess
Lira’s mother is the cruel Sea Queen, who
turns her daughter into a human after
Lira murders a siren. The fates of Elian
and Lira are intertwined when she agrees
to help him find the Crystal of Keto.
Unbeknownst to him, Lira is tasked with
returning his heart to her mother, lest she
remain a human forever. What follows is
a high-stakes adventure filled with
romance, intrigue, and quite a bit of
scheming.

The Shadow & Bone trilogy by Leigh
Bardugo

     he end of the school year is
approaching rapidly as more people make
plans for this summer. Some of us may
be going on vacation to tropical
destinations, or visiting family members
outside of New Jersey, while others may
remain in Bayonne, enjoying the break
in front of the television and air
conditioning. If you find yourself with
some time to spare, consider picking up a
book to keep you company! The Journal
of College Teaching and Learning
revealed that “30 minutes of reading can
help to lower one’s heart rate and blood
pressure, as well as reduce psychological
distress.” It is normal, and even expected,
for people both young and old to search
for some form of escape during these
tumultuous times. We are constantly
bombarded by news coverage that is
depressing; a book provides the perfect
opportunity to cope with the hardships
of life through escapism. Below are some
recommendations for all kinds of readers
that include different levels of difficulty.

CONTEMPORARY READS

Anna and the French Kiss by Stephanie
Perkins
Reading Level: Easy
     Anna and the French Kiss is a
contemporary romance set in Paris,
France. Anna Oliphant never expected to
be shipped to a French boarding school
for her senior year of high school. In fact,
things were going better than okay back
home in Atlanta—she had a great job in a 

T
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A Lapse in the Chaos: 
The 46th Presidential
Inauguration
bAlyssia Ouhocine

The Throne of Glass series by Sarah J.
Maas
Reading Level: Difficult 
     As one of the most explosive young-
adult fantasy series, Throne of Glass is
filled with every magical creature
possibly conceived. The young assassin
Caleana Sardothien has been imprisoned
in the cruel Endovier salt mines for a
year; her sentence is abruptly ended
when the Crown Prince offers her
freedom. In exchange for the end of her
sentence, Sardothien must compete
against other criminals to be the Royal
Assassin. As competitors turn up dead,
Sardothien must find the killer before she
soon becomes the victim of dark magic at
work. Throne of Glass is the start of an
eight-book epic fantasy series that blends
romance, action, and magic in a rich uni-

-verse. Maas’ intricate worldbuilding is
sure to capture all readers hoping to get
invested in a world where the stakes are
impossibly high.    
 Reading is an opportunity to transport
yourself away from the stressors that
plague everyday life. As an avid
bookworm, my days are marked by dog-
eared pages and library trips. When
things become too difficult to bear, I turn
to my favorite books, which never fail to
comfort me. This summer, search for
what you love in the pages of books; take
advantage of our local bookshops and our
amazing librarians. There is an
undeniable amount of peace hidden in the
pages of books waiting to be read. Even if
your summer seems bleak, a journey will
always be waiting for you if you search
for it. 

Reading Level: Medium
     This series is the beginning of the rich
Grishaverse and is a recent Netflix
adaptation! Shadow & Bone, the first book
in the series, follows the journey of Alina
Starkov, an orphan mapmaker in the
Ravkan army. As she enters the Fold, a
swath of land covered in darkness and
filled with vicious monsters, her
regiment is attacked and her friends are
picked off by evil Volcras. Unknowingly,
Alina reveals a hidden power coveted by
nations across the world. She is soon
whisked away to master her abilities as
one of the Grisha, masters of the Small
Science. The magic system created by
Bardugo is complex, and the story is
incredibly intricate as Alina navigates
her newfound power. This novel
promises gut wrenching betrayals and
lots of adventure for the summer. 

Celebrating Earth Day 2021!
by Victoria Nowak
      ow it all began… 
     A little over 50 years ago the United
States celebrated its very first Earth Day.
Since then, every April 22nd, over 1
billion people from more than 170
nations around the world celebrate and
do their part to help save the planet. 
It all started in 1970 when Senator
Gaylord Nelson, a junior senator and
environmental activist from Wisconsin,
was inspired to organize “teach-ins” at
different colleges and universities across
the nation. He aimed to establish a public
consciousness on the negative effects of
pollution. Senator Nelson recruited a
young activist, Denis Hayes, to give
lectures at these “teach-ins”. As it started
to gain national media attention, the first
Earth day was able to influence nearly
20 million Americans to take part in
rallies across the country raising
awareness about the current state of the
environment. Earth Day, 1970, united
members of opposing political parties, as
well as Americans from different classes,
places of work, and walks of life to
participate in protecting the Earth.

H

What has been accomplished because of
Earth Day...
     As time has passed, the focus of this
celebration has shifted and grown from
acknowledging the problems to finding
and practicing the solutions. Because of
Earth Day, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency was
created in addition to the passing of a
series of environmental laws such as: the
National Environmental Education Act,
Occupational Safety and Health Act,
Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act,
Endangered Species Act, and Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide
Act.
     These laws are so important because
prior to the first Earth Day, average
Americans were unaware of what the
roughly 150 year impact of industrial
expansion could do on the environment
and their own health. Now, Earth Day is
taught in schools globally to educate and
inspire younger generations on the
importance of a healthy planet. In
addition, global conferences, rallies, and
service projects are arranged all around
the world yearly to spread awareness on
the current threats to our planet.

Unplug your appliances when they
are not in use: Believe it or not,
household appliances like your
toaster or coffee maker are wasting
energy even when they are not
turned on.
Wash laundry on cold water: Nearly
90% of the energy being used in your
washing machine goes towards
heating up the water! Plus, cold water
is better for removing stains!
Shop for Eco-Friendly House:
Products Think reusable and
sustainably sourced over plastic or
disposable items. Ditch those plastics
straws!
Switch to E-Books: Not only will this
clear space in your room, but it will
save some trees in the process!
Shop at the Farmer’s Market: Buy
locally and support small businesses!
Switch to Reusable Bags: Plastic shop-

What we can do to celebrate...
     The best aspect about Earth Day is
that everyone can participate in the
celebration. So, here’s a list of small
things you can do everyday to do your
part!
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Reduce your meat intake: By limiting
your meat intake each week, you
could help reduce carbon/ greenhouse
gas emissions- Plus you can learn to
cook a new and fun meal!
Ditch the car and ride your bike or
walk instead: With the nice weather
coming up, not only will this reduce
air pollution, but you can enjoy a little
bit of exercise on a beautiful day!
Make sure your trash goes in the right
place: Recycling has been and will
always be effective!
Check out www.earthday.org: The
best possible thing to do is to educate
yourself and others! The Earth is our
home and it deserves to be taken care
of! By learning about current
environmental issues and spreading
awareness on them, you can make a
difference.

       -ping bags cannot be recycled! 

The 9 Billion Dollar Traffic Jam:
What is Happening in the Suez
Canal?
by Mark Basta

losses caused multiple countries to offer
their peaceful interference to help
Egyptian technicians refloat the ship, yet
the Egyptian administration declined all
the offers, declaring that this mission can
be accomplished exclusively by Egyptian
hands.
     Within days, the Suez Canal Authority
was able to refloat the ship, rescuing the
global trade from a devastating breaking
point. President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi
ensured to declare the mightiness of the
Egyptian development, to soon be
revealed by the success of this mission,
reminding the whole world of the
importance of the Suez Canal. Not
believing in happy endings, the ship was
confined in the Great Bitter Lake by the
Egyptian authorities to pay back.
Although the crew said that the ship
went out of route due to strong wind,
strong suspicions are rising towards this
claim; the Suez Canal Authority asked for
about 916 million dollars as compensation
for the financial loss of the canal and the
resources used in the rescue mission. The
ship’s insurance company has said that
the bill is not logical and not well detailed,
so they will not be responsible for the
payments. On April 13th, the Authority
declared impounding Ever Given until
this dispute is settled.
     The incident has been most
unfortunate for the world trade, yet
showed a great highlight: the developing
Kemet is rising from the sand to show its
greatness again to the world. President el-
Sisi took advantage of this victorious
operation to declare that, “No one can 

       lmost everyone by now knows that a
large container ship has blocked a trade
route, which upsets the trading flow. But
what is actually happening? 
     On March 23, the 400 meter long Ever
Given ship, one of the largest container
ships ever built, surprised the whole
world by obstructing the Suez Canal in
Egypt. Despite the real technical
complexity of refloating the ship, the
main problem lies within the whole
world trade. The Suez Canal was built in
1869 by French engineers in Egypt at the
time of Khedive Ismail and later
expanded with a 22-mile route by
incumbent President El-Sisi to double the
canal’s revenues. The Suez Canal
Authority, a state-owned institution, is
the current owner of the trade route,
which was not the case before 1952 in
which the canal was controlled by the
British colonizers in Egypt. The demand
of this route comes from its contribution
to move more than 12% of the whole
global trade. The 122-mile route connects
the Red Sea with the Mediterranean,
connecting Asia, the Middle East, and
Europe together, and substituting the
much longer route, the Cape of Good
Hope.
    Back to the incident: Egypt has worked
to refloat this ship for almost a week
with a budget of 1 billion dollars, as the
authorities claim. The real casualties lie
within oil prices drastically rising, more
than 400 ships are stuck within the seas,
and over nine billion dollars are lost
globally PER DAY. The heaviness of the

A

illustration by
Ashley Ramdat

 take a drop of water from Egypt because
this is a red line,” referring to the
Ethiopian threat to Egypt’s sharing of the
Nile. This problem has perhaps grabbed
the world’s attention to a region that is
currently full of problems and
complexities to pay attention to. Hail to
Egypt’s water which Pharaohs expressed
that it “manifests thyself over this land,
and comes to give life to Egypt!”

https://www.earthday.org/
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COVID Vaccine 
Updates
by Sara Shaalan

being allocated, according to CDC data.
Approximately 15 million doses at a
Baltimore factory had been contaminated,
delaying the plant’s authorization.
Supplies of Johnson & Johnson one-dose
will be exceedingly limited until federal
regulators approve production at a
Baltimore manufacturing plant with a
pattern of quality-control lapses, said the
White House’s pandemic response
director. With allocations of the Johnson
& Johnson’s vaccine put to dive quickly
by 86 perfect next week, governments
across the country notified that the loss of
supplies would place back their
vaccination drives. Federal officials claims
that Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech, the
other two federally authorized vaccine
producers, could make up some of the
shortfall. However, the increases from
Moderna and Pfizer will not make up for
the plunge in Johnson & Johnson supply.
“The last thing we wanted to hear about
was we’re getting less vaccines,” Gov.
Larry Hogan of Maryland expressed.
California has given 400,000 fewer
overall doses than their original
vaccination rate, a drop of 15 percent,
even with the small rise from Pfizer and
Moderna. Officials in a board band of
states said the unexpected drop in
Johnson & Johnson supply would
remarkably slow inoculation efforts. In a
statement, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
of New York proclaimed, “We will not be
able to get as many shots into New
Yorkers’ arms as we would like.” 
     Numerous state health officials had 
 expected to use Johnson & Johnson’s
one-

       OVID-19 was announced as a
pandemic in March 2020 by the World
Health Organization, March 11th
marking its one-year anniversary. Soon
after, former President Donald Trump
had announced a national emergency,
followed by many people being
quarantined and there being masks
mandates. Schools and most jobs required
remote work during this time period and
still are today. Ever since the COVID-19
vaccine became available, it gave people
hope and desire that one day everything
will be back to normal. Worldwide, there
has been approximately 734 million
doses given. In the United States there
have been 175 million doses given, with
only approximately 66.2 million people
that are fully vaccinated.
     Since the pandemic started, the United
States has issued executive orders for
production supplies, and relief packages,
to develop and distribute COVID-19
vaccines. The two most known
pharmaceutical companies that the U.S.
signed deals with are, Pfizer and Johnson
& Johnson. Pfizer and BioNTech signed a
$1.9 billion deal with the United States to
fasten up to 600 million doses of BNT162
(the two drugmakers jointly-developed
COVID-19 vaccine candidate). Johnson &
Johnson signed a more than $1 billion
deal with the United States for 100
million doses of its investigational
COVID-19 vaccine. Just recently,
Johnson & Johnson is said to have had
distributed 86 percent fewer doses across
the United States than were originally

C shot, simply stored the vaccine to target
college students. In many states,
shipments of doses of Johnson &
Johnson’s vaccine will drop significantly.
Just recently, as of April 12th, 2021,
Federal health agencies called for an
immediate pause in use of Johnson &
Johnson’s single-dose coronavirus
vaccine, which some health officials claim
could result in a recall. This came after six
receivers in the United States developed
an infrequent, sudden disorder involving
blood clots within one to three weeks of
vaccination. All of the receivers were
women that were between the ages of 18
and 48. One of the one women had passed
away and a second woman in Nebraska
has been hospitalized and is in critical
condition. Approximately seven million
people in the United States have received
Johnson & Johnson’s shots so far, and
about nine million more doses have been
shipped out to the States, according to
data from the CDC. These cases are
requiring further investigation because it
is not clear if the vaccine is what caused
the clots. In the upcoming days, we will
see how many people will be able to get
vaccinated by other pharmaceutical
companies. Further investigation will be
done in the Johnson & Johnson’s single-
dose coronavirus vaccine.
     As of March 26th, 2021, state data
shows that around 2.5 million people in
New Jersey have received at least one
vaccine dose, and another 1.3 million are
fully vaccinated. The 2.5 million with at
least one shot given represents 30 percent
of the state’s roughly 8.8 million people,
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while the 1.3 million that are fully
vaccinated is around 15.8 percent,
according to figures from the CDC.
Governor Phil Murphy wants to
vaccinate 70 percent of the adult
population by July 2021. But as of now,
New Jersey is expanding Coronavirus
Vaccine Eligibility to everyone 55 and
older, since they are most at risk. This
includes the doctors, nurses and first-
responders that most have already been
vaccinated. President Biden has issued
that the U.S. will have vaccine supply for
all adults 18 and older (with different
ages in certain jurisdictions), especially
teachers, since many schools will be
opening in hybrid mode starting this
month.

Mental Health of Men: Centering
Their Silence
by Angie Mingo

Always keep up

with CDC

guidelines for

updates on

maintaining safety

and health.

         hen it comes to their health, most
men only consider their physical self.
What they fail to realize is that they are
28 times more likely to have a mental
health issue like depression than prostate
cancer (even though it’s the most
common cancer in men). The number of
men suffering from a mental health issue
is increasing at an astonishing rate, and
it’s now being referred to as a “silent
crisis,” because it’s not something
discussed by society. Researchers have
found that at least 6 million men have
experienced depression each year in the
United States. Since many men are told
from an early age that strong men don’t
cry, complain, and aren’t ill is attributed
to that high number of 6 million. Men are
taught that crying or mentally suffering
is a weakness and strays away from being
a “real man”. This is simply toxic, and
fragile, masculinity at its finest, and we
need to work hard to change that
mindset.
     Men make up over 75% of suicide
victims in the United States. That isn’t
known by many people, because the
mental health of men is talked about as
much as it is with women. We as a society
have a responsibility to change this
mindset, so others growing up will be
comfortable with having a bad day, no
matter the gender or biological sex.
Research, in addition, indicates that men
engage in substance abuse as a response
to stressful life transitions such as
unemployment or divorce. So, it’s evident
that depression isn’t the only mental 

health issue men can face. In every
situation, they’re emotions are valid. Men
should be allowed to cry. Men should be
allowed to feel mentally exhausted.
Understanding that they’re just as human
is key to creating safer spaces. Evidence
also suggests that men are significantly
less likely to use mental health services as
opposed to women. This is especially so
for Black, Latino, and Asian men (which
these groups may have less access to
resources or more criticism than their
white counterparts). In other words, men
suffering from depression, substance
abuse, or other mental health issues are
more likely to suffer in silence, especially
marginalized men.
     There are solutions though to improve
men’s mental health. First, their mental
health issues need to be recognized as a
social issue as much as a health issue.
Secondly, health departments should
create specific strategies to improve men’s
mental health by basing their goals on
recent research and thinking regarding
the personal affliction of men. Lastly, we
all need to be educated on the conflict
surrounding the silence of men when it
comes to mental illness and disorders. We
need to stop telling young boys that they
can’t express their emotions. Toxic
masculinity isn’t okay, and society should
not be normalizing such ideas. All these
solutions may go a long way to reducing
the silent crisis men may face.

W

CONTENT WARNING:  Mention of 
mental disorder(s) and suicide
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The Failures and Triumphs of the
First One Hundred Days
by Alyssia Ouhocine

crisis. Others include heightened
protections for the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, an
end to border wall construction, and a
complete halt in the construction of the
Keystone Pipeline (which wrongfully ran
through Native American lands). Perhaps
one of the most notable executive orders
put forth by President Biden is his
reversal of the Middle-Eastern travel ban,
primarily directed at Muslim-majority
countries, which were put in place by
former President Trump.
     The world watched proudly as Vice
President Kamala Harris became the first
Black and Indian woman to hold such a
high title. Many, however, still continue
to hold Biden accountable for his promise
of promoting diversity within
Washington. His Cabinet members reflect
this promise; the Biden administration
has one of the most diverse Cabinets in
the history of the U.S. For example, Deb
Haaland, former U.S. representative of
New Mexico and President of the New
Mexico Democratic Party, was nominated
as the new Secretary of Interior. As a
registered member of the Laguna Pueblo
tribe, she is the first Native American
Cabinet Secretary in U.S. history. Pete
Buttigieg, who once ran on the
Democratic ticket for president and is the
former Mayor of South Bend, Indiana,
was also nominated to Biden’s Cabinet. As
Secretary of Transportation, Buttigieg is
the first openly gay man to be nominated
for a Cabinet Secretary position. Lloyd
Austin, who worked with Biden in the 

       pril 20th, 2021 marked the first
hundred days of the Biden
Administration since the President’s
inauguration on January 20th. The
world held their breath as he took the
Oath of Office, watching as Jill Biden
held the family Bible for her husband.
Since then, the United States has
collectively taken a step away from the
grand specter of American politics. The
coalitions formed to defeat former
President Donald J. Trump no longer
possess the same influence they held
during election season. The battle cries
that Americans brought to the polls are
relics of a dirty, tired fight that all are
eager to forget. But as Biden’s first
hundred days has since passed, it’s
necessary to examine what he has, and
hasn’t, accomplished.
     Biden entered the Oval Office as the
U.S. battled with extreme internal
discord. During Biden’s first hours as
President, he put forth an astonishing
number of executive orders to combat
the destructive actions by the former
administration. Former President Donald
Trump withdrew from the Paris
Agreement with support from
Republicans; in their commitment to
battle climate change, the Biden
administration rejoined the Paris Climate
Agreement. Another executive order
allowed the United States to regain
membership in the World Health
Organization, and extended the eviction
moratorium—moratorium—both were
vital during the peak of the COVID-19 

A Obama administration, is the first Black
Secretary of Defense. Countless other
positions within Biden’s cabinet are filled
with diverse experts who are eager to
serve the country successfully. Still, what
does this mean for marginalized groups to
come in future presidencies?
     One of the leading issues for the Biden
campaign was the COVID-19 pandemic.
President Biden actively targeted what he
felt was inaction by the Trump
administration during the crisis. This
resulted in high expectations for the
incoming administration and their plans
to battle the virus, especially as the rest of
the world continued to experience second
and third waves of the illness. As
Americans reflect on Biden’s first
hundred days, one thing is certain: the
COVID-19 response has been
overwhelmingly successful. As of April
19th, all adults became eligible to receive a
COVID-19 vaccine. Vaccines have become
more accessible as Biden has invoked the
Defense Production Act, a more effective
and domestic vaccine production. Biden
was able to facilitate a deal with Pfizer,
Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson to
produce 800 million doses for Americans.
300 million Americans may be able to
receive their vaccine as deliveries begin as
early as June. Only 59 days into his
presidency, Biden reached his initial goal
of 100 million doses given to Americans;
the United States has given an average of
2.5 million doses daily throughout the
country. Biden created an even larger
goal of 200 million doses before the end 
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bAlyssia Ouhocine

denounced the airstrikes, which were the
first military actions the Biden
administration has taken. Multiple
Democratic lawmakers question the
legality of the airstrikes which the Biden
Administration had yet to provide a clear
justification for. Many Democrats feel
betrayed by the airstrike. The leading
message in the Biden campaign was
unity, and ending the senseless war that
has stolen countless civilian lives within
the Middle East. Although the strikes
were used to send a message to terrorist
groups throughout the Middle East—and
thus define the U.S.’ stance on American
civilian attacks—campaign promises by
the Biden administration have begun to
ring hollow for many.
     It is important that we continue to hold
our politicians accountable throughout
their time in public office. Much of 

Generation Z believes itself to be socially
progressive; when younger voters were
mobilized during the election, the
overwhelming majority expressed
approval for President Biden. Although
this spirit was necessary to remove
corruption from Washington, blind
support is, in itself, detrimental. Ensuring
that our voices are heard is more
important than ever in the current state
of the world. Do not allow the Black Lives
Matter movement to become a relic of the
summer of 2020. Do not forget the
timeline scientists have given world
leaders before climate change becomes
permanent. It is necessary that our
government officials, including our
President, do not disavow the campaign
promises that granted them the support of
hopeful Americans. 

of his first hundred days as the world
watches the rapidly increasing vaccine
rollout. However, other countries,
including India, are lacking in support
and supplies from the U.S.
     One of the largest controversies
surrounding Biden’s first hundred days is
the airstrike launched in Syria against
Iranian-backed militia groups. A U.S.
coalition contractor had been killed and
others were wounded when multiple
rockets targeted a U.S. base in Erbil, Iraq.
In defense of U.S. servicemen, the Biden
administration launched seven precision
guided bombs on multiple facilities in
Syria that are used by destructive
Iranian-backed militias. Biden intended
to send a clear message to Iran, which
the U.S. has experienced rising tensions
within the last few years. Many
lawmakers and citizens alike, however,

Meghan & Harry: The Couple Making Twitter Rumble
by Carrie Castillo Ramos
    he British Royal Family, known for
being the longest-reigning monarchy,
has had many additions and brushed off
scandals to their family in the past three
years. As a lot of us know, Meghan
Markle and Prince Harry, the Duke and
Duchess of Sussex, made their marriage
official back in May of 2018, Still, we
don’t know anything that has happened
behind the doors of the marriage or the
palace. Recently, Meghan and Harry had
an interview with the famous American
television show host, Oprah Winfrey,
where the couple exposed the racist,
elitist comments they had had to endure.
Even comments that were said under the
table still came to light. Racism was and
continues to be a worldwide problem we
see everywhere, even in places of alleged
grace and elegance.
     Since the beginning of their
relationship, Harry has always been
criticized and Meghan has always been
discriminated against and seen as less
than by the tabloids and the people of the
UK. For unknown reasons we can’t help
but assume Meghan Markle admitted to
feeling unprotected at the palace, which

T

was the reason for her and Harry’s
departure. The Royal Family has a
history of a racist past, so it comes as no
surprise that comments and challenges
like the ones Meghan faced are still
happening today.
     Since it happened so long ago, it is
unheard of, however, Queen Elizabeth I
was associated with the Britain Slave
Trade of 1500’s and was a public
supporter of Captain John Hawkins, a
British naval commander in charge of
the promotion of English trade of
enslaved people. Although we can’t
blame Queen Elizabeth II for her
ancestors' past (even though she was in
ruling when African countries were still
colonized), we can hold her and her
family accountable for recent issues.
     Racism and discrimination in the
palace went by unspoken. It wasn’t until
now when Meghan and Harry finally
spoke up about their personal
experiences. In their interview with
Oprah Winfrey they claimed they were
unprotected, both emotionally and
financially. Meghan was constantly
attacked and she felt as though it took a
toll on her mental health; this is why her
and her husband decided to leave the

palace and take matters into their own
hands in order to protect their family.
Meghan admitted to having been denied
care and protection for her and her child,
and even after being discriminated
against and bashed by the public and the
British tabloids, the palace still chose to
not defend her. As it has happened
before, had it been any other person
related to the family, they would have
said something to keep their name and
status high. Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex
and Duchess Meghan have been one of
the most controversial couples. But
without them, things like this would’ve
gone by unheard of, kept swept under
the royal rug.
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What is “Super Straight”?
by Angie Mingo

-aight is “just his sexuality.” We need to
realize though that saying the words
“super straight” is potentially dangerous
to the transgender community. The term
increases their chances of experiencing
gender dysphoria (if they haven’t
already), may lead to harassment from
queerphobic and transphobic people, and
is outright discriminatory. The
“movement” started by Royce has been
used for hate, and the overall message has
been spread from just TikTok to other far-
right groups on platforms such as 4chan,
Reddit, Kiwi Farms, and Twitter. The
definition of super straight has even
spread to the urban dictionary and is now
defined as “When you are heterosexual
but you are only attracted to the person
that was born the opposite gender.” 
     Some say that we should be able to
create new sexualities if we want to,
because the LGBTQIA+ community has
no control over what other people can do,
say, or think. While it is true that we’re
all entitled to our own being and lifestyle,
creating a new banner for a sexual
preference isn’t okay (especially when it's
evidently just an identity made to create
chaos and give people the ability to voice
their transphobia while stating that they
have a “preference”). So, to put it simply,
super straight isn’t a preference at all, but
instead an easier way for people like Kyle
Royce to hide behind their transphobia.
After being banned from TikTok, Royce

      uper straight is a transphobic term
that originated from the platform
TikTok, after Kyle Royce made a now-
deleted video on February 21st, declaring
that super straight is a new sexual
orientation. Royce titled his video “who
else is super straight?” The video was
later uploaded to YouTube. However,
TikTok has permanently banned Royce
from using their platform. Ever since
Royce made his video, multiple people
have taken it upon themselves to use the
term to try to become a part of the
LGBTQIA+ community. They’ve done
this by spreading hateful memes,
messages, and by starting petitions.
Nonetheless, social media platforms are
making an effort to stop super straight
content from being shared any further.
     Super straight is intended to mean
that you have a sexual preference for the
opposite sex only if they were biologically
so, when assigned at birth. That’s what
makes this term extremely offensive and
transphobic to the transgender, non
binary, and gender non conforming
communities—it deliberately excludes
transgender people. Cisgender
heterosexual people (mostly men) claim
that being super straight is valid since
they only want to be with other
cisgender people, and if LGBTQIA+
people can have an opinion, why can’t
they? When Royce made the term, he
was trying to make a point that he isn’t
transphobic for not wanting to date a
transgender woman, because super str- 

S expressed his feelings in a video to Insider
by stating that he was “sick of being
labeled with very negative terms for
having a preference.” Royce claimed he
didn't intend to cause any hate towards
anyone and still stands by his opinion,
that he too, like the LGBTQIA+
community can have a preference, as it’s
something he “can’t control.”
     With all this chaos going on, Tiktok has
made progress to try and stop the use of
the transphobic saying. The super straight
hashtag has been banned, and as stated
above, Royce was banned from the app.
Furthermore, any pages on Reddit that
have content affiliated with the super
straight movement have also been
banned for hateful content. Sadly though,
it seems that other versions of the super
straight hashtag are now being used to get
around the ban on TikTok. Thankfully,
many members of the LGBTQIA+
community are going against the hate by
flooding the hashtag with positivity
against the whole movement. All in all,
absolutely refrain from using super
straight or any other
transphobic/queerphobic terms that may
make the LGBTQIA+ community feel
excluded in any way, shape, or form. No
matter anyone’s race, religion, ethnicity,
or sexual orientation, their opinions are
theirs alone, which makes their beliefs
extremely valid!
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Dr. Seuss is “Cancelled”: Racism
Has No Place in Children’s Books
by Nicholas Maharaj

with large hoops in their noses and ears.
If I Ran the Zoo contains drawings of
bare-footed African men who are
wearing grass skirts. These men were
seen alongside monkeys and were drawn
in the same style. After the Pearl Harbor
attack in 1941, cartoons were published
by Dr. Seuss that provoked hate and
discrimination from Japanese-Americans
by calling them “disloyal.” The Dr. Seuss
Enterprises stated in an interview with
The Associated Press that, “Ceasing sales
of these books is only part of our
commitment and our broader plan to
ensure Dr. Seuss Enterprises’ catalog
represents and supports all communities
and families,” but the spotlight on Dr.
Seuss’s racist past caused more sales in his
books. 
     According to Amazon, 9 of the 10
bestsellers were Dr. Seuss’s books and two
of them were the canceled books. And To
Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street was
able to sell out online from multiple
retailers and is priced at over 100 dollars
on eBay and Amazon. However, school
districts around the country have
discouraged Dr. Seuss’s books from being
read by impressionable children. Despite
the directly racist books being
discontinued, other Dr. Seuss books still
have racist undertones. A school district
in Virginia stated that they would not be
putting a strong emphasis on Dr. Seuss’s
books during the “Read Across America
Day,” which is a literary program that
takes place on the anniversary of Dr.
Seuss’ birthday. The decision by the Dr.
Seuss Enterprise has caused mass debate.

    he formerly beloved Dr. Seuss took on
the responsibility of teaching children
around the globe how to read through
his repetition and rhyming. All while
keeping his books interesting and fun to
read, Dr. Seuss subconsciously teaches
children to love reading. However, Dr.
Seuss has received backlash and criticism
from his books and cartoons that display
racist stereotypes and caricatures of
oppressed communities. The attention to
these racist works has caused a rise of
cultural shock across the nation. Fans
and activists vowed to stop the
publication of his works and no longer
support Dr. Seuss, but some people
believe that the redaction of Dr. Seuss’s
books are just a heinous result of “cancel
culture.” The decision to stop the
publication of six of Dr. Seuss’s books by
the Seuss estate have started controversy
around the world but contrary to popular
belief, Green Eggs and Ham and The Cat in
the Hat aren’t going anywhere! The full
list of books that are no longer being
published are McElligot’s Pool, On Beyond
Zebra!, Scrambled Eggs Super!, The Cat’s
Quizzer, And To Think That I Saw It on
Mulberry Street and If I Ran the Zoo.
     Mulberry Street was one of the first
books that Theodor Seuss Geisel, or Dr.
Seuss, has ever published, but, as
mentioned, is one of the six that are
being pulled from shelves. The book
contained drawings of an Asian man
with slanted lines for eyes and only
eating with chopsticks. African
tribesmen are also featured in this book

T
Some school districts have already
declared that they are banning all Dr.
Seuss books while some libraries are
choosing not to remove the books, but to
simply not promote them. Some people
are completely against the Dr. Seuss
backlash claiming that the books and
cartoons were made to reflect the time
period and should not be taken out of
publication. They believe that cancel
culture is just hungry for something to
destroy, but these voices are mostly in
marginalized groups, as many different
organizations have criticized Dr. Seuss
and shown support for the depublication
of his racist works.
     Still, Dr. Seuss was able to become a
popular author through his catchy lines
and funny characters, and it is now easy
to point out the racist undertones in his
writing and it is impossible to ignore the
hate he subconsciously implanted in
young readers. Despite his more popular
books still being available, many parents
and teachers have turned to new authors
to avoid supporting a racist author. More
inclusive children’s books include, Round
is a Mooncake: A Book of Shapes by
Roseanne Thong, and Under My Hijab by
Hena Khan and Aaliya Jaleel. Shane W.
Evans and John Parra books are also good
alternatives for accurate illustration
portrayals. Dr. Seuss may have taught us
to appreciate the environment and trees,
and it's important to highlight these
aspects in his writing. Ironically, he also
taught us that it's important to break
tradition when needed, especially if it's
harmful to oppressed groups.
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12 Trailblazers from 12 months of
Quarantine
by Angie Mingo

Criminal Minds, a police crime drama he
starred in from 2005 to 2020. Due to
lockdown and mass amounts of binge
watching on behalf of teens everywhere,
Gubler has become an obsession on
TikTok as well. The actor has hit an entire
new wave of fame. (6) Chris Cuomo is a
reporter for CNN who gained a new,
younger audience during quarantine. It is
also worth noting that he is the younger
brother of the Governor of New York,
Andrew Cuomo. His anti-Trump
ramblings helped him secure a spot in the
hearts of many. The 2020 election was
heavily reported on and Cuomo was a big
name during the previous election. (7)
Carol Baskin was an oddball trend of
2020. She rose to fame in the Tiger King—
a true crime documentary—era of
quarantine. Since her appearance on Tiger
King she has competed on Dancing with
the Stars. She captured the attention of
the world because of the widespread
belief that she was the cause of her
husband’s death.
    Quarantine was the highpoint of the
2020 election. It seemed everyone was
tuned in to see the insanity that was the
debates. There were many politicians who
gained a large following during the last
year. (8) Vice President Kamala Harris
gained a large following during the
debates. Everyone undermined her
during the preliminary election but when
she was chosen by President Biden as his
vice president, she gained a large follow-

       hat happens when you tell people to
stay home for a long period of time?
People get bored and turn to social media
and the internet for entertainment. With
the increasing popularity of TikTok,
people all across the world have gained
the attention of the public. From
musicians to actors to politicians: they all
have stolen the hearts of the digital
world. 2020 was the year for
entertainment as we saw so new artists
come out and grow. (1) Olivia Rodrigo
took the world by storm. She rose to
fame while acting on High School Musical:
The Musical: The Series but the release of
her song “Drivers License” introduced
her to the world of mainstream music. (2)
Conan Gray was another musician who
increased in popularity in 2020. His song
“Heather” was frequently used on
TikTok, and it even started a few trends.
Conan’s newer music also gained a lot of
traction. (3) ENNY grew quite a large
following after the release of her hit song
“peng black girls”. The song was later
remixed by Jorja Smith, and she also
signed ENNY to her recording label.
     Quite a few actors rose to fame during
quarantine. (4) Regé-Jean Page gained a
large fan base after his impressive
performance as the charming Duke of
Hastings on the new Netflix original
show, Bridgerton. He had previous
success in his homeland of England, but
Bridgerton proved to be a breakthrough
in his career. (5) Matthew Gray Gubler
has been in the spotlight for nearly two
decades, but with the popularization of 

W -ing and made history as the first female,
and Black and Indian, VP. (9) Jon Ossoff
seemingly came out of nowhere and is
now a senator of Georgia. He utilized
social media, namely TikTok, as part of his
campaign strategy in an attempt to
connect with the younger generations,
which worked as he won the Senate seat.
He also made history as Georgia’s first
Jewish senator. (10) Stacy Abram gained
the nation's attention after the Georgia
election due to her successful attempt at
getting people registered to vote. It is
reported that she helped 800,000 people
register to vote. (11) Dr. Anthony Fauci is
now a household name due to COVID-19.
We saw him throughout the Trump
Administration and now during the Biden
Administration. He is the director of the
U.S. National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases and the Chief Medical
Advisor to the president. (12) Quarantine
caused the cancellation of many sporting
events, and still, Naomi Osaka is the
number one ranked female tennis player
in the world. During the U.S open she
wore masks with the names of the victims
of police brutality in solidarity.
Quarantine was a crazy time, and now
that we have the opportunity to look back
and reflect on everything that has
happened, we can see that we lived
through countless historical moments. 
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Agatha Christie's Death on the Nile:
Movie Spoilers Ahead!
by Radiyah Ismail

ship are: Linnet Ridgeway, Simon Doyle,
Jacquline De Bellefort, Hercule Poirot
(played by Kenneth Branagh), Rosalie
Otterbourne (played by Letitia Wright),
Monsieur. Bouc (played by Tom Bateman)
Louise Bourget (played by Rose Leslie),
Salome Otterbourne (played by Sophie
Okonedo), Marie Van Schuyler (played by
Jennifer Saunders), Tim Allerton, Mrs.
Allerton, Doctor Ludwig Bessner, Colonel
Race, Andrew Pennington, and James
Ferguson.
      Jacquline (Jackie) continuously follows
Linnet and Simon all round the world on
their honeymoon, as to get under Linnet’s
skin and annoy her. Jackie soon plans to
kill her and carries a pair of pearl pistols.
As she explains to Poirot, “[...] you ought
to approve of my present scheme of
revenge because, you see, as long as it
works, I shan’t use that pistol… But I’m
afraid—yes, afraid sometimes it all goes
red—I want to hurt her—to stick a knife
into her, to put my dear little pistol close
against her head and then—just press
with my finger.” 
     Skipping to the night of the murder:
Jackie was drinking plenty of alcohol. She
was intoxicated when she suddenly had
an outburst and shot Simon in the leg.
Jackie then had a breakdown, when a
nurse came, gave her a sedative, and
stayed with her all night. Later in the
morning it was discovered that the
beautiful, wealthy, perfect, Linnet
Ridgeway had been murdered. She was
shot in the head with a pearl pistol.

The Explanation of the Murder

       ith a newer movie coming out for one
of the most famous books, for the Queen
of Mystery Agatha Christie, I couldn’t
help but write a review about Death on
the Nile. With infamous characters like
Hercule Poirot, and the new movie
coming out next year in February 2022,
it will for sure be great. 
     The book starts with Linnet Ridgeway
(played by Wonder Woman star Gal
Gadot) going to her friend Joanna
Southwood. They discuss a few matters
like relationships, money, and marriage.
Then Joanna asks Linnet if she has
enemies, because Linnet had gotten
involved in her previous maid’s love life
and found out that her maid’s paramour
was secretly married and had children.
Joanna asks her this while toying with
her insured, beautiful, string of pearls.
     After a little while of chatting with
Joanna, Linnet gets a letter from
Jacquline De Bellefort (played by Emma
Mackey) stating that they need to meet
urgently. When they meet, Jackie talks
to Linnet about how she met this great
man, Simon Doyle, (played by Armie
Hammer) and she is madly in love with
him, and she would die if she is unable to
marry him. Linnet becomes jealous and
thinks, “How come I don't feel that way
about a man?” So she does what any good
friend would do... She comes between
Simon and Jackie and marries Simon
herself.
     After Linnet secretly marries Simon,
they go on their honeymoon in Egypt on
a cruise ship on the Nile. Boarding the

W      Poirot jumps in and does his
investigations, “works his intelligent gray
cells” and he finds out that the true
murderers are Simon and Jacquline. In
the story it was impossible that Simon and
Jacquline could have murdered Linnet for
two reasons: 1.) They both gave each
other their alibis. Simon was shot in the
leg making him incapable of killing Linnet
while Jacquline had been given the
sleeping drug quickly clearing her name.
2.) The murder would be too easy (if
Simon and Jackie committed it) because
Simon could have killed Linnet for money
and Jackie could have killed Linnet for
revenge, and that the true murderer must
have done this on purpose to confuse the
authorities. But as per usual, nothing is
too complicated for Poirot. He discovers
that Simon wasn’t actually shot the night
Jackie was drunk. He faked it with red
ink. The murder was planned by
Jacqueline, and suprisingly the pair are
still lovers. Simon married Linnet as part
of their scheme to get Linnet's money. 
     On the night of the murder, Jacqueline
deliberately missed Simon, who faked his
leg injury with red ink. While Fanthorp
and Cornelia were distracted by
Jacqueline, Simon took her pistol that she
had deliberately discarded, went to
Linnet's cabin, and shot her. He placed the
nail polish bottle which had contained the
red ink on Linnet's washstand, then
returned to the lounge and shot his own
leg. Simon used the stole to try to silence
the pistol, loaded a spare cartridge to
make it seem that only two shots were
fired, and threw the pistol overboard.
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Louise and Mrs. Otterbourne were
murdered by Jacqueline, who was warned
by Simon when the plan was going awry
—Louise witnessed Simon entering
Linnet's cabin that night, and hinted at
this to Simon when Poirot was
interviewing her in an attempt at
blackmail. Mrs. Otterbourne witnessed
Jacqueline entering Louise's cabin before
stabbing her. Poirot confronts Simon, who
then confesses. He is arrested, as are
Jacqueline and Richetti. As the steamer
arrives back in Shellal and the passengers
disembark, Jacqueline shoots Simon and
herself with the other pistol from the pair
she carried, so they can both escape
execution. When pressured, Poirot
reveals he had known she had a second
pistol, but had sympathetically chosen to
allow her to take her own life.

Reviewer's Thoughts on the Book
     Just keeping this short and sweet. the
book is a great mystery novel, and will be
an even greater movie,. It combines many
genres: romance, drama, mystery, thriller,
and crime. It is interesting to hear about
the alibis, but it isn’t like what Christie
does with many of her books (where
there is alibi after alibi, which can become
tedious). Poirot’s character is genius as he
is smart, unique, and intelligent, making
solving cases like it's the easiest task in
the world.

Some Television Shows aren’t
Over Just Yet: The Explosion of
Reboots on Streaming Services
by Nicholas Maharaj

of fans, causing them to purchase a
streaming service package. HBO Max also
includes Zack Snyder’s cut of the Justice
League (2017). After the movie failed in
popularity and was unable to compete
with their pop culture rivals, The
Avengers, HBO Max decided to release the
director’s original vision of the movie
exclusively on their platform.

NBC’s Peacock
     NBC has also announced their own
streaming service called Peacock, with
their own collection stream reboots and
reunions. NBC will be producing a reboot
of the 90s sitcom Saved By the Bell. Actors
Matio Lopez and Elizabeth Berkley are
returning as the characters of A.C Slater
and Jessie Apano, alongside Mark-Paul
Gosselaar as Zack Morris. The new show
will follow Zack as the governor of
California, where he mistakenly shuts
down too many low-incoming schools,
causing an influx of students at his old
high school. Peacock is also producing a
reboot of Battlestar Galactica which will be
a sequel series to the 2004 show of the
same name, but it will not share
continuity with the 1978 Battlestar
Galactica. Additionally, Psych will also be
getting a reunion through an exclusive
two-hour movie that will stream
exclusively on Peacock. The movie will be
a sequel to Psych: The Movie rather than
making a new show entirely.

Paramount+
     Since the debut of Paramount+ in
March, the streaming service has filled

      he rise in streaming services has
seemed to put an end to normal cable
television. Different media companies
have all hastened to create their own
platforms where fans can watch their
favorite television and films. Netflix,
Hulu, and Disney+ seem to be the largest
streaming platforms available, but
different studios seem to be making their
own streaming services. These smaller
companies do not have nearly the
amount of titles as the popular trio, so
they turn to reboots to help their
streaming service gain more subscribers.
HBO Max, NBC’s Peacock, and
Paramount+ are a new wave of
streaming platforms that will provide
fans with more content.
   It all started when Netflix announced a
reunion series of Full House called Fuller
House starring the original cast. This
announcement seemed to have set a
trend over the years of reviving
television shows that have already been
canceled. These reunions and reboots
bring old fans back together causing the
studio to become more popular.

HBO Max
     In May of 2020, HBO launched their
own streaming service, HBO Max, where
they announced that alongside all 236
episodes of Friends, they will be creating
an unscripted reunion special. The
special was supposed to come out during
the launch of HBO Max, but the COVID-
19 pandemic halted filming.  Even still,
the announcement grabbed the attention 

T

its library with reboots, reunions, and
spin-offs to popular movies and shows.
Criminal Minds is getting a reboot on the
platform despite already receiving over
300 episodes. The series will focus on one
single case over the course of ten
episodes. Star Trek: Discovery is getting a
spinoff show called Star Trek: Strange New
Worlds that will follow Captain
Christopher Pike and his journey to the
U.S.S. Enterprise. Avatar, The Rugrats, The
Fairly OddParents will receive live-action
CGI reboots on Paramount+. A prequel
series to Spongebob titled Kamp Koral:
Spongebob’s Under Years that follows the
story of the Bikini Bottom friends first
meeting at summer camp. The popular
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Nickelodeon sitcom iCarly is getting a
second life on Paramount+. The new
series will follow Carly Shay ten years
after the original series, with Nathan
Kress and Jerry Trainor returning.
Jennette McCurdy, who plays Carly’s
sidekick Sam, has declared that she will
not return for the reboot. The iconic
musical Grease is getting a prequel series
titled Grease: The Rise of the Pink Ladies
that will explain how the Pink Ladies
were founded, especially by Jane, the
older sister of Frenchy. Even reality
television shows like RuPaul’s Drag Race
and Ink Masters are getting their own
reboots on the Paramount+.

Conclusion
     These new reboots and reunions have
fans excited for more context of their
favorite shows. The strategy seems to be
working since sales have risen with the
announcement of these reboots. Fans
can only hope that these new shows and
movies will be just as good as the
originals, if not better! The expectations
are high!

Body Positivity on 
Social Media
by Radiyah Ismail and 
Destiny M. Walker

         ave you ever caught yourself doing
this? Scrolling through social media, on
Instagram or TikTok and seeing all these
pictures of people who honestly look
great. Then you imagine yourself and
wish you looked like that. It isn’t positive
thinking.
     Social media paints this picture of what
is allowed when it comes to appearance
for individuals of all genders. For females,
they are expected to wear makeup in
their daily lives, work out at the gym, stay
thinner with curves in the right places
and be young. For males, they need to be
entirely muscular in the perfect shape,
just enough facial and body hair, and be
“manlier”. Even androgynous and gender-
non conforming people have the
expectation of looking neutral with
limited certain hairstyles and clothing. In
reality social media can lead people to
eating disorders, or depression. Some
people feel pressured by society or loved
ones to look a certain way.  It might look
like it is motivating people to lose weight
but it really is affecting people negatively
and they exercise and restrict their diet
for the wrong reasons. And the issue
doesn’t stop there. Since social media is
heavily consumed by a general
population, the ideas on your screens can
carry into daily life. This is dangerous as
attractiveness is then correlated with
body size. The judgments of others can
have damaging effects on a person's
internal affirmations.
     Countless celebrities are being
ridiculed for posting fake or edited photos

of themselves while trying to promote
body positivity. Instead of promoting an
image that shows people what to think of
health in helping them reach a certain
body in their life, it shows viewers who
edit their photos to appear thinner. This is
counterproductive: appearing thinner will
only lead to more people feeling worse
about themselves because to them the
picture looks like they are promoting body
positivity with a “perfect” body. And those
in larger and fat bodies are berated when
they choose to be happy with themselves.
Even certain features are viewed as ugly,
and unseemly for people to have, like a
large nose, moles, discoloration, etc. Some
celebrities may even post advertisements
for companies that aren't size and gender
inclusive.
     Because beauty standards are
continuously changing, they are
inherently moldable. The accurate and
positive representation of actual people
should be more prevalent. When what
should actually be spread on social media
is how any body, shape, color or size can
live a truthful, productive life. These
“influencers” should work on not
comparing themselves to another person,
instead they should focus on becoming a
better version of who they are. Even
moreso, that there is no perfect way to
look other than how you love yourself. 

H
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The Reopening of Schools and
How BHS Feels About It
by Radiyah Ismail

opportunity to come together with some
of them in-person.
Q: Do you think it will be harder or
confusing to teach students as we use the
“Hybrid” method? 
A: It is going to be a learning experience!
We have seen the amazing ability of
students and teachers to adapt to
changing situations. Last March, we
switched from in-person to remote
instruction in just a few days. It took time
for teachers to improve instruction in this
new setting and students to meet these
new expectations, but it happened! I am
sure it will take time to again change how
instruction is being delivered, but I'm
optimistic! Students and teachers have
accomplished so much over the last year.
Q: How do you think the reopening schools
will affect both students and staff in both
positive and negative ways? 
A: As a science teacher, I try to provide
hands-on, real-life experiences. For
students receiving in-person instruction,
we will now have increased access to
equipment. Teachers and students will
need to make changes. My goal is to
continue to keep both my in-person and
remote students as engaged as they've
been so far this year, but I do anticipate
having to modify instruction as needed.
(Reflecting on and modifying instruction
is not necessarily a negative though! It's a
chance to learn and grow.) I will also have
to ask my students to be patient with me
through this learning process.

Mrs. Walsh, Italian & Honors Italian

        little over a year ago, our lives
changed completely. The entire country
shut down and we were forced to
incorporate new methods of living which
many of us had never tried before. We
were even forced to adapt with new
terms like social distancing, asynchronous,
cohorts, etc. Thankfully, after a long year
of lockdown and countless deaths, we are
finally beginning to see the light at the
end of the tunnel. Now, with millions of
vaccines being made available for people,
places that were once closed for the
safety of people are starting to reopen;
next up are schools. Education
institutions were one of the main
establishments that were heavily
affected along with students, parents and
guardians, staff, and teachers. Even
though it seems like everything is slowly
going back to normal, people still have
concerns regarding their health and their
safety. As our school plans to reopen on
May 3rd 2021, we, the newspaper staff,
asked our faculty and students how they
feel about the reopening.

Ms. Yako, Physics & Environmental
Science

Q: How do you personally feel about
coming back to In-Person school? 
A: I am looking forward to the
opportunity to meet some of my students
face-to-face. Students, for me, are the
best part of teaching. While I have been
able to meet and connect with my
students remotely, I welcome this 

A Q: How do you personally feel about coming
back to In-Person school? 
A: I personally feel that it is a great idea to
come back to in person instruction
provided that all safety measures and
protocols are put in place.
Q: Do you think it will be harder or
confusing to teach students as we use the
“Hybrid” method? 
A: I think the hybrid method may be a bit
confusing at first for all of us, but just like
anything it will get easier as we go along.
Q: How do you think the reopening schools
will affect both students and staff in both
positive and negative ways? 
A: I feel that we need to go back to some
kind of normal school and social life. I feel
that the negative aspect would be people's
fear of possibly catching COVID-19 while
attending school. But by taking the proper
precautions and being vigilant we can
overcome our fears.

Anonymous, 11th Grade

Q: How do you personally feel about coming
back to In-Person school? 
A: I do not feel like it would be beneficial
to come back to In-Person learning as of
right now. Students and teachers have
become so adjusted to learning online that
changing things around at the end of the
year will only make it harder to learn.
Q: Do you think it will be harder or
confusing to teach students as we use the
“Hybrid” method? 
A: I agree that it will be more difficult to
teach students using the hybrid method
especially since teachers will also have to 



account for those who choose to stay
completely virtual.
Q: How do you think the reopening schools
will affect both students and staff in both
positive and negative ways? 
A: Reopening schools will allow teachers
to finally put faces to the students they’ve
been teaching all year and it will benefit
students who have trouble staying
focused at home, but it will definitely be a
difficult transition at first as we have
spent over a year learning online.

Anonymous, 11th Grade

Q: How do you personally feel about coming
back to In-Person school? 
A: I feel like in person learning would not
be the safest option right now. The
number we are still spiking up and there’s
no plan that can prevent exposure. 
Q: Do you think it will be harder or
confusing to teach students as we use the
“Hybrid” method? 
A: I think it would be confusing if the
district did Hybrid learning due to the fact
that it reduces the chances of information
staying in our head. That and the division
between in person and virtual would
clash and just not be beneficial for the
students nor teachers.
Q: How do you think the reopening schools
will affect both students and staff in both
positive and negative ways? 
A: The reopening of school can benefit
the staff and students because it gives the
students a chance at an in person
education. Which could be useful
considering that in person learning is
what some students need to really grasp
the material. And it gives the staff a
chance to actually connect one on one
with everyone. Although, it also has a
negative impact because the disease is still
here. Whether or not the vaccine
efficiently works, the chances of not
catching it are never 100%.
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“Black Womxn”:
PART I and PART II
by Destiny M. Walker

On Behalf of Black Womxn:

If you’re going to sexualize my outfit,
don’t 

If you’re going to sexualize my hair, don’t 

If you’re going to sexualize my thighs,
don’t 

If you’re going to sexualize my chest,
don’t 

If you’re going to sexualize my hips, don’t
 
If you’re going to sexualize my legs, don’t

If you’re going to sexualize my face, don’t
 
If you’re going to sexualize my heritage,
don’t

If you’re going to sexualize my Blackness,
don’t

If you’re going to sexualize my size, don’t

If you’re going to sexualize my
intelligence, don’t 

If you’re going to sexualize my sexuality,
don’t

If you’re going to sexualize any part of me
or my identity, don’t

        ear Black Womxn,

You are the originator; best not forget it

You are human; prone to mistakes,
mishaps, and everything in between

You are delicate; you don’t always need
to be strong

You are worthy; even if you feel as
though you don’t deserve to be

You are valued; by your ancestors, the
universe, others, and yourself

You are loved; and should be without
having to experience pain

You are beautiful; including every shade,
mark, blemish, and scar

You are my sister; without condition,
through and through

D
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"know you are never alone":
A Letter
by Rebekah Faith
Rampersad

was going on because I felt like it would
get worse. My best, first piece of advice is
talking to someone who can help you or
someone you can trust who will always
help. Never, in any way, shape, or form
go through what I did. It was not right
and now I have learned that lesson. So,
throughout those years, I had anxiety
because of bullying. This essentially led to
depression. At times, little things would
get to me. As a young child, I would have
a bad attitude and argue with anyone I
could let my anger out on. And, it is never
okay to let your anger out on someone
who is not responsible for it. Still, I would
get into arguments with younger kids,
triggering me because of people asking me
about my life and my family. I would
scream and swear at them since, in my
mind, it was saying, “ Why are you in my
BuSiNeSs?” Just leave me alone and mind
your own business. I became increasingly
mean and I even started faking school
work; I stopped caring about everything.
     But coming close to the end of middle
school, I moved to Bayonne, New Jersey:
a new start for me. At times, I felt like it
was still the same. I still didn’t do
homework and I was failing my classes, I
did not let that bother me. I just went on
with my life but then reality came
crashing down. My dad found out I was
failing school and he made sure I got back
on track with my school work. Soon after,
I received decent grades which gave me
an opportunity to attend high school.
Although things were turning around
academically, my depression continues. I
would alter and hide my emotions in

      eing bullied is a matter that should be
taken seriously. I, myself, was a victim of
bullying because of my color of skin and
gender. Around my middle school years
in Queens, New York, I was known as
the emotional girl who didn’t care and
would walk or run out of class crying.
Trust me, I know that it’s not the best
way to be known. The few friends that I
had turned on me. By 6th grade is when
everything went downhill for me. I was
normally a student who would do good
in school I was also very confident. But
apparently being smart and confident are
qualities that bullies do not like to see in
others. I was always on my game. I was
always participating and tried my best to
learn and excel in every subject. Sadly,
some of the boys and girls made fun of
me for excelling in school. The bullies
would make unwelcoming comments
like, “You are only smart and confident
because you are brown.” After the racial
and malicious comment, the bullies
continued to make fun of me so I
wouldn’t participate in class anymore.
     The continuous bullying incidents
changed my attitude towards my school
life and personal life. This situation was
tough on me. Nobody knew what was
going on with me. I didn’t speak to
anyone about how bullying affected me. I
would lie and tell others with a smile on
my face, “Don’t worry about me! I’m
fine.” That smile was something I got
good at. Everyone knows I am fine and
they can’t help but let me be. I never
wanted to talk to anyone about what

B  public. I wasn’t being bullied by anyone,
but those experiences really changed me. I
wasn’t the same happy, smiles for
everyone “kill ‘em with kindness” type of
girl. Instead, I was a girl who lost her
identity and had her guard up. Without
letting walls down for anyone, not even
my best friend, there wasn’t any trust
with anyone about my emotions.
Sometimes an environment with a large
number of people would make me feel
judged. There were times when it felt like
people would whisper things about me in
the hallways.
     Eventually, March 14th, 2020, came.
On this day, Bayonne and other schools
around the country changed the way
students learn academically. COVID-19
became the sole reason why many
children like myself stay home and away
from the classroom. Though I was
learning from home, my grades were
starting to decline again. As a result, I left
Bayonne and went to the Bronx to live
with my grandparents and aunt. A couple
of weeks into my stay, my aunt started to
realize that I was acting very different,
she sat me down and talked to me. Tears
rolled down my face as I explained things
to her about how I would fake a smile. She
began to comfort me. She helped me find
myself, and more importantly, she helped
me become a better person and she is still
helping me to this day. After explaining
these things to her, it was like a heavy
weight lifted off my shoulders. Our
conversation made me feel free. About
two or three months ago, I realized that
the reason I overcame bullying I began to 

CONTENT WARNING:  Mention of 
bullying and harassment
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feel confident and smart again. Also,
there are little things that my aunt did to
help me. For example, every day she
would always make sure to check on me.
We would talk and catch up on things,
like talking about Bible passages. Along
with that, writing has become, and is,
one of my passions. My aunt supports
me, for writing and my classes.
      I now know that I have to talk to
someone about my emotions. I do not
have to keep it to myself anymore. In the
end, no matter who you are, bullying will
always affect you. For the kids who are
bullied on social media or in the
classroom, just know that being bullied
takes a toll on your self-esteem and
mental health. You can never go through
personal hardship on your own. Look for
a trusting adult who loves and cares
about helping you. My love goes out to
anyone who is reading this and is going
through something similar to my
situation. If you know someone who is
being bullied, you should go to that
person and let them know that they are
never alone. That person should never
have to go through any such experience
alone.

     All my love -
Rebekah Faith Rampersad

5 Goals to Achieve a Better
Mindset
by Sara Shaalan

         elieve in Yourself
     Creating a better mindset requires
certain goals to be reached. One of these
goals is to first believe in yourself, which
requires self-trust. Trusting yourself can
help you gain more confidence that is
already within you. Spend time with your
mind and feelings to access it, whether it's
through writing a journal, meditation, or
activities that make you trust yourself.
Also, talk to yourself. We are the ones
who build who we will become. It is
extremely vital that we begin to motivate
and uplift ourselves. This means not
letting anything stop you from believing
in yourself, whether it be fear or another
person. Maintaining a realistic, yet
positive attitude towards situations is the
quickest way to achieving that trust and
confidence in yourself. Lastly, keep
moving in the right direction and never
give up if you don’t want to start over.
There are going to be times in your life
that you might feel down and might feel
that you want to toss everything aside.
Don't let those negative thoughts and
those painful moments be stronger than
you. Everything moves on. Nothing stops.
So remember to never stop believing in
yourself.

Remind Yourself it's Okay to Fail
     At some point in your life, you are
going to fail at something. Not everyone
likes to admit that they failed. It's fine if
people don't like admitting that they
didn’t achieve a goal, but everyone has to
know that it's okay to fail at a job, or a 

project, or in your relationships. In fact
this now means know and can face the
mistakes that you made. And when you
try to do that again you won't follow the
same steps that you did at the beginning.
There is always room for improvement no
matter what. When you fail at something,
always ask yourself, ¨How should I go
about this?¨, that way, next time you can
correct the mistakes that you made before
and not repeat those mistakes. Failure
makes you stronger, it makes you aware.
When you fail, don't just give up. Failure
shouldn't stop you or break you. It should
make you work harder to achieve your
goals and dreams. In order to set for a
better mindset you have to remind
yourself that it is okay to fail at
something.

Maintain Smart Habits
     Always try to maintain some sort of
smart habit you set for yourself. This
usually starts by always eating breakfast.
Breakfast is one of the most important
meals of the day and it is the one that gets
you started with your day. A nutritious
breakfast has many health benefits, so try
not to skip it. And always stay hydrated.
Try not to wait until you're thirsty to
drink. Eat water-rich fruits and
vegetables such as cucumbers,
strawberries, and broccoli. It’s just as
important to get your exercise. Even if
you don't want to go to the gym to
exercise you can simply go on a walk or
go on a jog; you have the option to walk
around your block or in the park. You
should finish your day with a good night's 

B
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sleep. Try not to consume caffeine late in
the day since it can keep you from falling
asleep. Before you rest try to shut down
your phone and put away any
distractions or notifications that can
distract you from resting. Before you fall
asleep try to ease your mind until you
wake up the next morning. Always try to
have healthy habits so you can be able to
feel better physically, too. And take it step
by step.

Take Time to Define your Passion
     For some people it can be hard to find
their passion. But the first thing to ask
yourself is, ¨Is there something I already
love doing?¨ Brainstorm, because the
more you brainstorm the more you learn
about what makes you happy. If no idea
comes to mind right away as you are
asking how to find my passion, get out a
sheet of paper or a notepad and start
writing down ideas. Do as much research
as possible. Try to find something you're
passionate about, and do it, without the
pressure of others. If there is something
you already love doing, then keep going.
Whether it's reading books, drawing
comics, playing tennis, if that's what you
are passionate about then don't let
anyone stop you from doing it. 

Continually Reinforce your Motivation
     In order to continually reinforce your
motivation you have to recognize your
great work. Set small, measurable goals.
Setting achievable goals provides a real
boost of motivation. Go step by step,
achieve one at a time, and continue to
adapt and strengthen. It’s best to
remember to celebrate success, as well.
Any time you succeed at doing something,
always take the time to celebrate. You will
feel more motivated to continue being
successful. Happiness and positivity play
a greater role in the success in a person's
life. So always continue to reinforce your
motivation.
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2021 NBA 
Draft Picks
by Carrie Castillo Ramos

playing field, or rather the basketball
court. When a player is picked, the team
is exclusively able to sign said player,
which can also allow them to trade them
with another team.

This Year’s Top 5 Picks
     Cade Cunningham, 19
6ft, 8in - 220lbs 
From Oklahoma State University
He is predicted to be an excellent point
guard. Plays at different speeds, and pass
and handle with ease, while a great
height advantage.
     Evan Mobley, 19
7ft, 0in - 215lbs 
From the University of Southern
California
Known for outstanding coordination. He
is quick with his body movements and
modern skill set. 
     Jalen Suggs, 19
6ft, 4in - 205lbs 
From Gonzaga University
Predicted to be a great lead guard with
even greater great body control. Able to
change speeds while making mature and
intelligent decisions on the court. 
     Jalen Green, 19 
6ft, 6in - 186lbs 
Forgoed College/University
Can easily change speed in the court, has
clearly improved areas in which
improvement was needed. Has a control
of his settings and can dribble
accordingly. 
     Jonathan Kumingua, 18
6ft, 8in - 220lbs 
Forgoed College/University
Outstanding figure, ideal for a combo 

       ow that the college basketball season
is over, the time is here, and those lucky
individuals finally got the dream they
had worked for and desired for a very
long time. 

What it is? 
     For those who don’t know, the NBA
draft pick is a lottery-like draft that will
determine the selection of the eligible
player to join whichever team. Unlike
other American sports, the NBA draft is
two rounds long, allowing each team to
select two players—one for each round.  
Who is eligible? 
     Players that are 19 years old or
greater, have completed at least one year
of college, and were invited by an NBA
team, are eligible to attend the draft.
Players who have completed four years
of college, have graduated from high
school for four years, and have played
basketball under a contract anywhere in
the world are automatically eligible to
participate in the draft. International
players over the age of 22 are also eligible
even if they didn’t attend any college or
high school in the United States. 
How does it work? 
     Although the wording can be
confusing, how this works is quite easy.
Essentially, when it comes to picking, the
NBA teams that did not make it to
playoffs the previous season get the first
picks out of the combine, all in hopes to
better their teams. While the others that
went into the playoffs get the last picks.
This is done in order to level out the 

N

forward position. He possesses amazing
defensive skills. Has the ability to defend
himself from bigger opponents while also
running off at an awesome speed.
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The History of 
Mother’s Day
by Amelia Ramdat

made an effort to organize a Mother’s
Day. Even though Hering never fully
succeeded, he is still referred to as “the
Father of Mothers’ Day” by some.

Anna Jarvis 
     While many have attempted to
establish a Mother’s Day, Anna Jarvis
was the only one who had managed to do
so. The official Mother’s Day holiday
came to life in the early 1900s. Following
her mother’s death in 1905, Jarvis came
up with the idea as a way to honor the
sacrifices mothers made for their
children. When Jarvis managed to gain
financial backing from a Philadelphia
store owner named John Wanamaker,
she set out to achieve her plan. In May
1908, she organized the first official
Mother’s Day event in Grafton, West
Virginia at a Methodist church. There
was also another event at one of
Wanamaker’s retail stores.
     After succeeding in these small
celebrations, Jarvis set out to make
Mother’s Day an official holiday. She had
claimed that the American holidays were
biased toward male achievements. Jarvis
has started a massive letter-writing
campaign to newspapers and politicians
persuading them to make Mother’s Day
official. By the year 1912, many states,
towns, and churches ended up adopting
Mother’s Day as an annual holiday. By
then, Jarvis had established the Mother’s
Day International Association to promote
her cause. Her determination to establish
a holiday celebrating motherhood finally
paid off when President Woodrow Wil-

      very year on the second Sunday of
May, Mother’s Day is celebrated. We buy
chocolates, flowers, jewelry, cards, and
more to remind our mothers and
caregivers how much we care about
them. Even though we fight with them
from time to time, we still reserve this
day every year. While we love to
celebrate this holiday, does anyone
wonder how Mother’s Day came to be?
Over the years, it has been a holiday that
many have attempted to bring to life.
One of the first attempts was made by
Julia Ward Howe in 1870. However, the
official holiday came along in the 1900s
by Anna Jarvis. Take a look at the origin
story of Mother’s Day and how we came
to celebrate it!

Early Attempts 
     The history of Mother’s Day can date
back to 1870 when abolitionist and
suffragette Julia Ward Howe wrote a
“Mother’s Day Proclamation”. She called
on all mothers to unite and promote
world peace. In 1873, Howe campaigned
for a Mother’s Peace Day to be celebrated
every June 2nd. Even though she made
an effort, Howe didn’t seem to succeed in
her endeavors. Other attempts to start
officially honoring mothers include Juliet
Calhoun Blakey, Mary Towles Sassseen,
and Frank Hering. Blakey was a
temperance activist who served as an
inspiration for a local Mother’s Day in
Albion, Michigan during the 1870s. Then
in the late 19th and early 20th century,
Mary Towles Sasseen and Frank Hering 

E -son signed a measure in 1914. From that
day on, the second Sunday in May was
officially recognized as Mother’s Day.

Commercialization of Mother’s Day 
     Later on in life, after her maternal
remembrance day became extremely
popular, Jarvis disowned the holiday.
When Mother’s Day became officially
recognized, many businesspeople
capitalized the holiday. Jarvis had
originally worked with the floral industry
to help bring awareness to Mother’s Day,
although by 1920 she became disgusted
by the commercialization of the holiday.
Eventually, Jarvis resorted to
campaigning against the florists and other
companies which profited off Mother’s
Day. She had launched many lawsuits,
spending most of her money on legal fees.
By her death in 1948, Jarvis renounced
the holiday and died penniless. 
     While Anna Jarvis died without seeing
the true intentions of Mother’s Day, she
does bring attention to an important
lesson. Many companies and businesses
use holidays to profit off of people. They
promote gifts and presents to buy for
loved ones. Jarvis hated companies for
this and despised those who profited off a
holiday she once found close to her heart.
This teaches us that we don’t need gifts
and objects to buy people’s love. We can
do this with small gestures and without
materialistic items. So remember, just
letting your mother or caregiver know
you love them is enough. You don’t need
to buy someone’s love with a gift!
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A Bad Case 
of “Senioritis”
by T.G.

“Work to the best of your abilities and
don’t take any classes that you’re not
genuinely interested in because they
may not benefit you at all in the long
run.” - Maxine O.
“Do not slack off, especially in senior
year. When it comes to college
acceptances, everyone starts to relax

my acceptance letter in the mail, I
thought my happiness was going to be
regained. I thought I was finally free, but
reality set in and I realized that life is not
that easy. School is not even difficult at
this point, but it’s the fact that I have to
look at the screen to force myself to pay
attention throughout the day without
getting distracted by my phone or dozing
off. With all these complaints that I have
for school, I do not let grades slip up
because, unfortunately, some colleges
require to see the final report card (they
did not pass the vibe check). But again,
surprisingly with all the hate that I have
for this jail hole, I am surely going to miss
it. Deep down, I am scared of growing up
and going off to college since it means
we’re entering adulthood. Just thinking
about it sends chills down my spine. This
new phase makes you realize that life
actually does fly by in a blink of an eye.
While maybe vague and cliché, it is true
coming from someone who did not
believe this when the older generation
repeatedly expressed this. Therefore, here
is some advice to the first-year and upper-
level students who are stressed for the
upcoming years.

Advice from Current Seniors

      enior year. The year that we thought
would be relaxing with work to be rarely
assigned once we submitted our college
applications back in the fall. Some of this
is true depending on the classes you’re
taking and with that, there may be times
where students feel “free” and times
when they have a pain of workload to
complete. Sadly, it won’t be like what we
see in movies or in television shows;
where seniors are having the best time of
their lives, living it up at parties, and
experiencing their “teenage years.”
     As we know, many people have a
love-hate relationship with school.
School is not necessarily the problem nor
the classes or teachers. It’s the idea of
having to live a life in a continuous
pattern where the carousel never stops
turning. Even with virtual learning, life
couldn’t be any better. Now, let’s take a
look at the schedule for the majority of
students of this school year: wake up,
drag ourselves off the bed, turn on the
Chromebook, sign into homeroom,
prepare for our first period class, and
repeat.

My Take on “Senioritis”
     At one point during freshman year, I
thought I was experiencing “senioritis”
because of how much I despised going to
school. Well, now since everything is
done virtually, I have come to the point
where I tear up thinking about the fact
that I have to wake up at 8:40 AM to roll
off of my bed to turn on my
Chromebook. However, once I received  

S

“If you do your work and stay out of
trouble, you will have a great four
years. You also do not need to be
friends with everyone because in
most cases, big friend groups don’t
work out in high school. There will
always be drama.” - Anonymous
“If you do badly in a class, it’s not the
end of the world. Just don’t make it a
habit.” - Maxine O.
“Depending on who you’re friends
with, it is going to shape who you are
as a person, believe it or not. Open
your eyes and cut people off. It won’t
hurt. Just do it.” - Anonymous
“Do not take AP classes if you’re not
willing to study for the exams as well
as strive in the class. If you do not get
a score higher than a 3 or do good in
the course, colleges won’t even bother
looking at them and your GPA will go
downhill.” - Anonymous
“Balance all of your time, divide it
between making memories with
friends and family and the rest to
your studies. Always prioritize your
plans, and avoid misusing your time.”
- Mariam A.

       and plus senioritis kicks in, but you
       should do your best to finish off the
       year strong to make a lasting impact
       for your high school years.” - Sania S.
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Upcoming 
Marvel Movies
by Nicholas Maharaj

to confront her past with the Soviet
Union. David Harbour will also star in the
movie as the “Red Guardian” and the
movie is rumored to have flashbacks of
Black Widow’s origin. Fans hope that
these flashbacks will delve deeper into
Avengers: Age of Ultron’s flashback’s
where she was trained in the mystifying
“Red Room.” The comic book character
Yelena is also said to make an appearance.
Yelena takes over the responsibilities of
Black Widow in the comics once
Romanoff retires. The movie was
originally supposed to be released in May
of 2020, but fans were adamant that
Black Widow would get a theatrical
release only since she is the first female
Avenger. The movie is now set to be
released in July of 2021 with both a
theatrical release and Disney+ premier
access streaming.

Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings
     Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten
Rings will be the first MCU movie to star
an Asian superhero. Simu Liu will star as
Shang-Chi, who is the master of Kung-Fu.
Shang-Chi will not have any
superpowers, he will be trained in
combat. The movie will follow Shang-Chi
and his forced confrontation of the Ten
Rings organization. The organization has
been embedded into the MCU since the
organization appeared in the first MCU
movie, Iron Man and they had a minor
appearance in Ant-Man. The film was
originally supposed to be released in May
of 2021 but it is now set to release in
September of 2021.

     he Marvel Cinematic Universe, or the
MCU, is one of the largest universes in
cinematic history. Starting with the
release of Iron Man in 2008, Marvel has
been able to perfectly capture these
comic book characters into amazing on-
screen heroes. Their films are broken
down into different “phases,” which
helps the creators and fans organize
when movies are released. The studio
recently completed Phase 3 with the
release of Spider-Man: Far From Home in
2019 and have started Phase 4 with the
release of the exclusive Disney+
television series WandaVision. However,
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Marvel
has delayed their movies from their
original releases. According to the
original dates, fans were already
supposed to see films like Black Widow in
May 2020 and Shang-Chi and the Legend
of the Ten Rings in February 2021, but
fans have only received WandaVision
and The Falcon and the Winter Soldier.
Dates have constantly been postponed,
but the studio has been adamant about
getting their beloved films to their fans.

Black Widow
     Despite appearing in seven Marvel
movies and being the MCUs first female
Avenger, Natasha Romanoff, or Black
Widow, had not had her own solo film
until Marvel announced the film. The
project was initially announced in
January of 2018, and the plot will follow
Black Widow after the events of Captain
America: Civil War. Romanoff is forced

T The Eternals 
     The Eternals will introduce a new team
of superheroes into the Marvel Cinematic
Universe. The movie will take place after
the events of Avengers: Endgame, and it
will follow the story of the “Eternals” who
are a group of immortal and powerful
Celestial beings that have lived on Earth
for thousands of years. The Eternals are
known to be some of the most powerful
characters in Marvel comics, and are
described as “godly.” The Eternals is also
Marvel’s attempt of being more inclusive
since it will feature Henry Phaistos, who
will be married to a man in the film. The
cast will feature Angelina Jolie, Lauren
Ridloff, Salma Hayek, and many more
famous actors. The movie was supposed
to be released in November 2020, but is
now moved to November 2021.

Spider-Man: No Way Home
     Despite being a part of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe, the Spider-Man
franchise is actually from Sony Pictures.
Sony Pictures has claimed to exclude
Spider-Man from the MCU, but these
issues were resolved and the upcoming
sequel will still tie Peter Parker, or Spider-
Man, into the universe. Spider-Man: No
Way Home will take place after the events
of the previous movie and will be set
around the holiday season. However, the
movie is also rumored to introduce the
multiverse into the Marvel universe.
Besides Tom Holland, Zendaya, and Jacob
Bataln returning as Peter Parker, MJ, and
Ned Leeds, respectively, while Jamie Foxx
is supposed to reprise his character as El- 
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Thor: Love and Thunder
     Thor: Love and Thunder is the fourth
film in the Thor series and it breaks the
tradition of having only three movies for
a stand-alone superhero. After being
absent from the last installment of the
Thor franchise, Natalie Portman will
return as Jane Foster, but rumors have
stirred that Jane will now have similar
powers to Thor in the new movie
resulting in her becoming a female
counterpart to the beloved God of
Thunder. Jane would wield the Mjollnir,
which was Thor’s hammer before the
events of Thor: Ragnarok. The movie will 
 feature Christian Bale as the main
antagonist, with star Chris Hemsworth
returning as Thor. However, Thor: Love
and Thunder will also see appearances
from the Guardians of the Galaxy. Star-
Lord, Drax, Nebula, and Mantis will all
join Thor in this new movie. Tessa
Thompson will return as Valkyrie. Thor:
Love and Thunder are expected to be
released in May of 2022.

Phase 5 and Beyond
     Marvel has completely outlined the
entirety of their Phase 4 films, but Phase 

4  is not the end of the Marvel Cinematic
Universe. The studio is planning on
releasing a Phase 5 of films that will
feature countless more memorable
stories. Currently, Black Panther II is being
produced, despite the passing of actor
Chadwick Boseman. It’s rumored that
Marvel will cast a new actor to play the
Black Rather rather than having Shuri,
King T’Challa’s sister, fill the role. Captain
Marvel 2 is currently in production for
Phase 5 which will feature Brie Larson as
Captain Marvel as well as WandaVision
star, Teynoah Parris as Monica Rambeau.
Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantmania is set
to be released as well as more Guardians
of the Galaxy content. Guardians of the
Galaxy Vol. 3 is set to be released as well
as a holiday special along with a short
series titled I Am Groot. Fans have a large
library of content, both upcoming and
past, to watch and review. Phase 4 and 5
aren’t the end—even rumors of Phase 6
are currently spreading! Even though
COVID-19 has stopped the production of
some Marvel projects, the MCU is far
from over.

-ectro from The Amazing Spider-Man 2.
Even Alfred Molina will return as Doctor
Octopus, or Doc Ock, from Spider-Man 2.
Fans have high hopes that both Tobey
Maguire and Andrew Garfield will also
reprise their roles as former Spider-
Mans. Benedict Cumberbatch is also
rumored to make an appearance as
Doctor Strange. Spider-Man: No Way
Home is set to release in December of
2021.

Doctor Strange the Multiverse of Madness
     Doctor Strange the Multiverse of
Madness will act as the main film and
centerpiece of the Phase 4 films since it
will explore the multiverse more deeply.
The sequel will still follow Benedict
Cumberbatch as Doctor Stephen Strange,
or Doctor Strange, as well as Elizabeth
Olsen as Wanda Maximoff, or Scarlet
Witch. The film is projected to be
Marvel’s first “scary” movie. It will also
help introduce the character of Miss
America who will be a member of the
young avengers that the MCU is
currently working to create. Doctor
Strange the Multiverse of Madness will
be released in March of 2022.
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COVID-19’s Effect on Our Pets
by Michelle Zimny
      ith the mass production of vaccines
and widespread distribution across the
country, it’s almost as if we’ve reached
the light at the end of the tunnel—sort of.
While vaccines will help bring us closer
to normalcy, life as we once knew it (pre-
pandemic) may not return for some time.
Although, many schools are expecting
kids back into the building with a
multitude of COVID safety protocols.
Children, teenagers, and adults alike
have grown accustomed to learning and
working remotely, but when September
rolls around many kids will switch from
digital learning to in-person instruction.
As many corporations and businesses
have begun to slowly open up their in-
person offices and facilities, similarly
many adults and parents have been
gradually leaving the house to do work.

W

     Throughout this pandemic things
have constantly been changing for all of
us, pushing us to adapt and overcome the
challenges a virtual, quarantined life has
placed on us. Millions of people have lost
their jobs due to the pandemic, high
school seniors missed out on events like
prom and a traditional graduation
ceremony, and many teenagers and
young adults have struggled to cope with
quarantine from a mental perspective.
However, nothing in life is entirely
negative, meaning even in the worst of
times there will always be some positive
aspect, no matter how minute it is. You
simply cannot have bad without good or
vice versa, which leads us to question
what some positive effects of the COVID-
19 virus were. I’m sure we can all pick out
a few small ones in our own lives, as for
our pets however, COVID-19 can be 

seen as a blessing in disguise.
     When children and teens go off to
school for about six hours each day, and
adults go to work for a national average
of about 9 hours per day, our pets spend
the majority of that time alone. For pets
like fish, this time spent alone is rather
ineffectual. However, for pets like cats,
dogs, birds, and other small animals,
these hours spent alone take a toll.
Separation anxiety is not only applicable
to humans. Pets may vocalize their
anguish in howling, meowing, or even
biting on their cages, all in a way to be
heard. When they don’t get a response
this often triggers them to go around the
house frantically in search of their
owner or leads them to stress relieving,
destructive behaviors. These behaviors
include tearing up pillows, toys, or even
ruining furniture, and for small animals 
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this could mean pulling feathers or fur
out of their skin. 
     During this ongoing pandemic
however, when most owners are
confined to their homes, pets have had
constant company in the house,
something many of which are not used
to. Some people became pet parents
during the pandemic as a way to deal
with quarantine and this has left new
pets with immediate separation anxiety,
even when their owner leaves for a short
period of time. These pets have only lived
with the constant presence and attention
of their owners, and have never
experienced being home alone for hours
on end as most pets had in pre-pandemic
life. When owners resume their normal
work and school schedules in person,
their pets will unexpectedly be left alone
again. This will result in mixed reactions
from pets, not all of which are favorable.
Animals adopted during the pandemic
are expected to deal with extreme levels
of separation anxiety, which can leave a
negative impact. Overall, pets will be
confused, but most will be trained to
adapt to the new schedule that was once
commonplace for them.
     While there’s not much we can do
when we are away from home for those
hours, it’s important that when the
school and work day is over we make
time for our companions. Setting aside
some time to play with them, whether it
be for half an hour or even a few hours,
is important and meaningful. While,
initially, the COVID-19 pandemic was a
negative thing for us and more positive
for our pets, as time continues and things
flip, becoming more positive for us with
the vaccine and perhaps more negative
for our pets as we gradually return to a
“new normal.” It’s important to
remember that the pandemic doesn’t just
affect humans. This pandemic has had a
great impact on everyone, including our
furry, feathered, and reptilian friends.

Reading with the 
Literature Club!
by Alyssia Ouhocine

         ttending school virtually isn’t
particularly easy. Toxic households, loud
siblings, and a lack of a proper workspace
are some of the many factors that play a
large role in education during the school
year. After an extremely stressful third
marking period, everyone is prepared to
take a big step away. Sometimes, an
escape is necessary—some people play
video games, and others sports after
school. A viable option for many may be
Bayonne High School’s Literature Club,
which is dedicated to making a safe space
for all students.

What is the Literature Club?
     Bayonne High School’s Literature Club
was revived in January of the 2021 school
year, and currently meets every other
Thursday. During meetings, members are
encouraged to speak their mind about
whatever they are feeling, seeing, or
thinking. Nicholas Maharaj describes
meetings as “refreshing,” in which he can
“hear other people’s opinions on different
books and authors!” The literature club
actively recognizes how reading bridges a
gap between a fictional world and our
own lives. The books that are read are
vessels for students to express their
emotions and how a piece has made them
feel. Free expression is necessary to truly
understand an author’s work; above all,
the Literature Club strives to be a safe
space for members to be themselves while
enjoying books that they have chosen.

How are Books Chosen?
     The Literature Club undertakes the
effort of reading one novel a month.
Members are given time on their own to
read, then at the end of the month, the
club convenes to talk about the chosen
book. Before a novel is picked, students
are able to consider the different aspects
of a potential book. Some factors include
its aesthetic, style, and whether it
connects to a recent topic of discussion.
They’ll refer to popular reviews on the
book, and our own first impressions of the
synopsis. After a lively discussion,
members are encouraged to vote.
January’s chosen book was We Were
Liars, a young adult suspense novel that
took the internet by storm after its
release. February’s read was The Song of
Achilles, a lyrical retelling of the Iliad,
which examines the relationship between
Achilles and Patroclus. Members of the
club were encouraged to advocate for
their interests and pick a book that would
spark an interesting conversation
amongst members.

Do I Have to be an Avid Reader to Join? 
     Definitely not! Every single member of
the club is at a different level of literacy; it
doesn’t matter how much or how little
you’ve read. Homework and
extracurriculars play a big role in all of
our lives, and it can sometimes be
impossible to make time for other hobbies.
Kayla Lavecchia, a Bayonne High School
sophomore, had once wrote “I’ve always
loved to read, but when school began, it
became hard to find motivation. Once I

A
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joined the club, my passion for books
grew so much.” Literature Club seeks to
provide a time for students to read books
that are engaging and entirely different
from required reading lists. The one thing
all members have in common is a desire to
explore new places and cultures. This trait
is unrelated to how quickly one can read,
or how many books are on their shelves.

What Does the Literature Club Even Talk
About?
     Everything is open for discussion
during meetings. Loyal member Mehrael
Nagib described the Literature Club as
“the best way to motivate you in your
reading, writing, and open
communication with your peers about
pop culture!”. Members are encouraged to
bring their interests to meetings and
share them with others. Kahoots are a
common activity the club participates in;
the questions are centered around films,
internet memes, and books. And
conversations flow naturally—while some
express an innate dislike of Katniss as a
heroine, others might begin a rant on the
lack of diversity in classical literature. The
virtual “floor” is open for all students who
are eager to express themselves and have
their views validated by others. Opinions
on the world, books, and any other matter
—whether they are popular or not—are
accepted and discussed.

So How Do I Join the Literature Club?
     Everyone is welcome to join the club at
any time of the year. The Literature Club
aims to promote a diverse and inclusive
environment in which all people are
accepted, regardless of race, gender
identity, or social status. Simply join the
Schoology group (code: XFZD-M8J2-
RKKGF) and keep an eye out for meeting
invitations by the coordinator, Mrs.
McGrath. Those who meet with the
Literature Club are encouraged to make
accounts on Goodreads, a bookish website
that allows users to recommend books to
others, create to-be-read lists, and keep
track of any novels read. Above all, the
Literature Club hopes to form a
community of bibliophiles that are eager
to expand their reading horizons.

design by
Destiny M. Walker
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BHS Dance Company and their
Upcoming Film on the Salem
Witch Trials
by Victoria Nowak

is still one of my favorite classes and
something I will forever love.
F: COVID-19 has restricted dancers from
getting the proper studio training needed.
Dancers need a large workspace with
marley floor and mirrors, and our
instructors next to us. Now we are
making room in our houses to dance in
front of a small computer screen with at-
home distractions. It is very difficult to
dance to our greatest potential with these
disadvantages, yet we have explored
online classes such as flamenco,
broadway dance, Bob Fosse jazz, hip-hop,
ioga, fitness and pilates, and so much
more! The dance company has also been
experimenting with creating movement
via Zoom along with visits from guest
choreographers!

     What has the Bayonne High School
Dance Company done to replace live shows
this year? 
N: This year the BHS Dance Company has
taken numerous online classes from top
dance performers and choreographers
like Kyle Marshall and Blair Richie in
order to create different dance films
including our upcoming show on the
Salem Witch Trials. Together we practice
both on zoom and in person once a week
to enhance our movements and make
sure we have each individual role
perfected. 
F: The Bayonne High School Dance
Company has created dance films in
replace of live shows! We created our first
film, Lockdown and you can watch it on 

since sixth grade starting in their
Apprentice Dance Company! We have
been given countless opportunities such
as performing at the Alvin Ailey
CityGroup Theater in NYC, connecting
with dancers in Denmark, learning from
influential guest choreographers, and
creating evening length performances
each year! Our faculty, Kelli McGovern
and Lauren Alexander, are incredible role
models that our dance company is
extremely lucky to have. The dance
environment at BHS is one of my favorite
places to be and I created a sisterhood
with all the amazing dancers in the
company. Since COVID-19, we have been
working with the magic of film-making to
create a dance movie which is new and
exciting to be a part of!

     How has quarantine affected your
training? What were the disadvantages of
dancing at home? Were there any creative
benefits? 
N: Once COVID-19 had hit and we started
doing online dance classes, it has become
so much more difficult. When learning,
video cameras can lag which makes it
difficult to follow our teacher(s). There is
limited space at home compared to the
whole dance floor, it becomes challenging
to give one another feedback when we all
are dancing since it is over a laptop. We
have to be more aware with our ears,
spacing, and mindset. We must always be
sure to stay concentrated and block out all
distractions at home in order to move all
on the same timing and keep up with our
creative tasks. Despite all of these, dance 

       nline learning has been a challenging
adjustment for seemingly all students
and teachers internationally. For the past
12 months we have been required to
change our process of education and it
has affected everyone differently. One
group of individuals who especially
needed to modify their way of learning
are the dancers. More specifically, the
Bayonne High School Dance Company.
Seniors, Nevaeh Hoy and Faith Lyons,
opened up about their experiences with
dancing at home and what the BHS
Dance Company has in store for us this
spring!

     How long have you been a member of
the Bayonne High School Dance Company?
What are your favorite aspects of the
program before and during the COVID-19
pandemic?
Nevaeh Hoy: I’ve been a member of the
Bayonne High School Dance Company
since I was a freshman. Before COVID-19
I was in dance class everyday, had proper
training, interacted with friends, got to
create ideas together on the spot, try on
costumes, run numerous dances, etc.
Some of my favorite aspects even during
the pandemic are the small groups that
we do together to educate and teach one
another. We follow yoga and pilates
classes, and HITT workouts, have
conversations with one another on
things currently happening in the world,
etc.
Faith Lyons: I have been a member of the
Bayonne High School Dance Company

O
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bAlyssia Ouhocine

assigned and done research on actual
people who were involved in the Salem
Witch Trials. Us dancers have been
creating this for months now on end. We
have numerous solos, duos, trios, mini
group pieces, whole group pieces, and
even senior self-choreographed pieces in
order to prepare for this show. We have
thrown our hearts and souls into creating
these pieces in order to perform the most
perfect, emotional, storytelling show we
have ever put on before.

F: Our upcoming Salem Witch Trials Film
is something you do not want to miss out
on! In our film you will be taken back to
Salem, Massachusetts 1692 where
witchcraft accusations took place and led
to the executions of 19 victims. Our 

dancers will be portraying those in the
witch trails through dance movement in
site locations that fit our theme. You will
learn more about those taken place in the
trials, and you can differ whether or not
they actually were guilty of witchcraft! 

     How can peers, family members and
friends stay connected with the BHS Dance
Company virtually?
N & F: Although we don’t have details on
our Salem Witch Show premiere just yet,
you can follow our Facebook and
Instagram page
@bayonnehighschooldance to check out
previous films and updates on future
performances! 

our Facebook or Instagram page
@bayonnehighschooldance! In the film,
our advanced dancers are featured
performing choreography by Ms.
McGovern and student choreography,
where we expressed how the lockdown
has affected us. For our typical evening
length spring show, we are creating a
narrative dance film based on the Salem
Witch Trials! We will be going to
different site locations with our BHS
media crew, including Mr. Pondillo, to
develop a dance movie.

     Can you tell me more about the
upcoming Salem Witch Trials film? 
N: The upcoming Salem Witch Trials film
is going to be amazing! Each member of
the BHS Dance Company has been 

Press Play      by T.G.
Hello, BHS! I would like
to congratulate you all
for making it this far of
the school year. Can
you believe we already
have two months of
school left? Nine
months of virtual
learning flew by
quicker than expected.
At times, it was
stressful and there were
times where it was
good. So, I have created
a mix of songs that I
imagine to be played at
a picnic, blasted on loud
with the windows rolled
down while driving
with your friend(s), or
to listen when you want
to have 

“girl in new york” by ROLE
MODEL
“Feels Like Summer” by
Childish Gambino
“Stella Brown” by Jelani
Aryeh
“Face to Face” by Ruel
“High School” by UMI
“CHICKEN TENDIES” by
Clinton Kane
“Take Care” by Beach
House
“Lovely Day” by Bill
Withers
“Take Me Away” by THE
DRIVER ERΛ
“Cigarette Daydreams” by
Cage The Elephant

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

a jam out session in
your room. And since
the weather has become
warmer and the sun is
out longer, crank up the
music and LET'S
DANCE IT ON! Sit back,
press play, and enjoy!

To find these lists of recommendations along with the songs
from previous edition’s, check out our Spotify playlist here:
Spotify – BHS The Beacon

Five Feet Apart (2019)
Home Alone (1990)
Two Weeks Notice (2002)
Beautiful Creatures (2013)
Hocus Pocus (1993)
Miss Evers' Boys (2002)
Finding Neverland (2004)

Movies

The Beacon Favorites
A Collection from the Staff

Anne with an E
The Orignals
The Legacys
Central Park
A Series of Unfortunate
Events
Criminal Minds

TV Shows

Normal People by Sally
Rooney
The Breathless by Tara
Goedjen
milk and honey by Rupi
Kaur
Throne of Glass by Sara J.
Mass

Books

overnight oats
buffalo cauliflower
microwave mug cakes
macaroni pie
snickerdoodle cookies
ramen
focaccia

Quarantine Recipes

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1dzQeJkXlHkwhqGHrLJmqa?si=2O-ljTdgRh-SNTiNyS3gzw&nd=1
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